
PREPARED FOR THE MAYOR’S PASSENGER RAIL 
COALITION

October 8, 2024

CHEYENNE PASSENGER RAIL STATION 
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STUDY OVERVIEW
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STUDY BACKGROUND
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Rapid City
~300 mi

Greeley/Denver
~50-100 mi

Ft. 
Collins/Denver

~50-100 mi

Salt Lake 
City ~500 mi

Billings
~500 mi

Study Area
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STUDY OBJECTIVES
• Conduct analysis of potential location sites for a Cheyenne 

Passenger Rail Station.

• Complete an analysis of railroad operational issues for 
Front Range Passenger Rail (FRPR) and possible future 
Amtrak routes serving Cheyenne.

• Identify facility amenities and other FRPR and Amtrak 
requirements related to siting Passenger Rail Stations.

• Evaluate station area economic opportunities and 
environmental issues.



EXISTING PASSENGER 
RAIL STATIONS

Examples to Stimulate Your Thinking
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DEARBORN, MI 
JOINT AMTRAK AND 

COMMUTER RAIL STATION

Replacement of 1970s-era 
facility with ADA-
compliant facility 
integrating bus and rail
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MILWAUKEE, WI
AIRPORT RAIL STATION

New Prairie style
multimodal station
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MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
MULTIMODAL STATION

Station connecting 
commuter rail, light rail, 
and bus at new Major 
League Baseball stadium
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GLENVIEW, IL
JOINT METRA/ AMTRAK STATION

New Romanesque style 
joint rail station and 
community center
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WINTER PARK, FL 
JOINT AMTRAK AND 

COMMUTER RAIL STATION

This Disneyesque station 
replaced a rather tired 
1950’s station 
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SANTA ANA, CA 
MULTIMODAL STATION

Connecting station with 
office space for local 
transit agencies
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REDWOOD CITY, CA 
COMMUTER RAIL STATION

Unusual strip mall fronting 
onto station platform
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KINGSTON, NY 
RAIL STATION

A delightful historic station 
with a popular local 
restaurant using the 
station building and patio
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DWIGHT, IL
AMTRAK STATION

Small town 
modern station
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POMONA, CA
PLATFORM SHELTER AND FLOOR 

TREATMENT
Attractive platform finish
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ALBUQUERQUE, NM
PLATFORM SHELTER

Spanish architecture. 
Note wheelchair ramp.



STUDY ENGAGEMENT
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Project Study Team:
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) and City 
Senior Staff

Mayor’s Passenger Rail 
Coalition: Elected Officials 
and MPO and City Senior 
Staff

Railroads, Operators, and 
Funders: BNSF, UP, Amtrak, 
Federal Railroad 
Administration

MPO Committees: Policy, 
Technical, and Citizen

Elected Officials: City 
Council, County Board of 
Commissioners

Public and Businesses

STUDY ENGAGEMENT



SITE IDENTIFICATION AND 
ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
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STATION LOCATION OPTIONS

Six Options 
Identified:
• Reed Avenue 

Corridor
• BNSF Yard
• Historic UP 

Station
• Air Force Base
• Old Happy Jack 

Road
• Terry Ranch 

Road

Requirements: Within a municipality; Within the Front Range Passenger Rail 
Corridor; Within the FRA Long Distance Route Corridors
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EVALUATED USING INITIAL CRITERIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC ARE NEXT STEPS IN EVALUATION
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PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS
• Reed Avenue Corridor 

– To be developed

• BNSF Yard – End study, 
railroad operational 
issues overwhelm

• Historic UP Station –
End study, railroad 
operational issues, 
railroad training issues, 
access delays, and lack 
of support from City 
and UP

• Air Force Base – End 
study, railroad 
operational issues 
overwhelm

• Old Happy Jack Road -
To be developed

• Terry Ranch Road - To 
be developed
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NEXT STEPS
• Accept comments 

through October 15, 
2024

• Identify two sites to 
advance for additional 
study

• Coordinate with 
Railroads, Amtrak, and 
FRA on track changes 
needed to support a 
station

• Evaluate 
environmental and 
economic effects

• Develop station 
concept plan

• Prepare report, 
support MPO with 
additional comment 
period, finalize report

July - Sept. 2024 Oct. - Dec. 2024 Jan. - March 2025

Submit Comments by October 15, 2024 to:
Cheyenne Passenger Rail Station Location Study

Quandel Consultants
161 N Clark Street, Suite 2975

Chicago, IL 60601
Comments@quandel.com
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Salt Lake 
City

Denver

Billings

Rapid 
City

THANK YOU




